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Letter from the Interim Executive Director 

Like every other organization in the world, Phelps/Harlan County CASA is closely monitoring the evolving COVID-19 

spread locally and world-wide. At Phelps/Harlan County CASA it is very important to us the safety of our volunteers, 

board members, staff and the children that we serve. We are determined to take whatever measures to help keep 

people safe during this time and to continue to fulfill our mission. We have taken the following actions: 

• Staff is working remotely, when possible. 

• In-person visits have been suspended and have been replaced with phone calls, texts, emails or video chats 

when possible. 

• If volunteers feel an in-person visit is needed for the safety of a child, Interim Executive Director will be contact-

ed so the issue can be resolved. 

• Interim Executive Director will keep in contact with all volunteers and share all pertinent information to keep 

everyone updated on their assigned cases. 

• Volunteers should contact the Interim Executive Director if the children they are advocating for are in need of 

food and/or basic items. 

• Interim Executive Director is working on putting together online training options for the volunteers that will be 

doing CASA training in May. 

The need for CASA Volunteers do not go away in time like these. In fact, we may be called on as more children be-

come victims of overwhelmed parents. This is a difficult time for everyone and children are not excluded.  For some 

children, school was their only source of food and safety.  Remember that everyone is a mandatory reporter of child 

abuse. Please during these difficult times, take the extra steps to check on those around you to make sure that no 

one is going through this alone.  It takes a village to raise a child, so make sure that we all are doing our part. We will 

all get through this together!! 

Kelly  Jensen 

Interim Executive Director 



Pictured is Kelly Jensen,           

Interim Executive Director 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Phelps/Harlan County CASA, I am pleased to announce that our 
Board has named Kelly Jensen the Interim Executive Director of Phelps/Harlan County CASA.  Most of 
you know Ms. Jensen as the former Volunteer Coordinator for PHCC.  Through this promotion, our Board 
is grateful to maintain the continuity of relationships that Ms. Jensen has established since starting with 
PHCC in 2017.   
 
For now, Ms. Jensen will continue coordinating daily with our volunteer advocates, while assuming the 
additional responsibilities of Interim Executive Director.  Our Board has the utmost confidence that Ms. 
Jensen can handle this dual role.  The Board welcomes the input of our Volunteer Advocates as we assess 
the feasibility of the consolidated position going forward.  We expect that our volunteers will continue to 
have unfettered access to CASA staff to assist with questions or address concerns as they arise. 
 
This is an exciting time for Phelps/Harlan County CASA.  Our final Men in Tights event is Friday, March 
13, 2020.  I hope that all of you can be in attendance (please don't take any photos of me in a dress).  If you 
are interested in volunteering for the event in any way, please reach out of Ms. Jensen or a member of the 
Board of Directors. 
 
We appreciate all of the time and energy you devote to the children in Phelps and Harlan Counties.  We 
are confident our organization is heading in a positive direction! 

Sincerely,  

Justin Daake 

President, Board of Directors 

We would like to thank everyone that came out for our Men In 

Tights Grand Finale, Lights Out!  We know that without any of your 

support Phelps/Harlan County CASA wouldn’t be where we are 

today, so we thank you all!!!  



 

Happy Birthday 

April 

Heidi High 

Marcie Janssen 

May 

Ginger Linder 

Stacey VanBoening 

Donna Ehrenberg 

Teresa Carey 

June 

Kirsten Deakin 



 

Community members can make life better for vulnerable children 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month, and our attention rightly turns to ways we can support children who have experi-

enced abuse or neglect. According to the US Children’s Bureau, in 2018 there were 687,000 children in foster care in the United 

States due to abuse or neglect.  

For children to thrive despite abuse or neglect, resilience is key. The most common factor in developing resilience, according to 

the Harvard Center on the Developing Child, is having a stable relationship with a supportive adult. 

That’s where Phelps/Harlan County CASA comes in. We recruit, train and support volunteers who get to know children and the 

adults around them, and who advocate for those children’s needs in court and in the community. Our volunteers are simply eve-

ryday people who care deeply about children and are ready to make a child’s life better. They are part of a national network of 

93,300 volunteers who are doing this work. 

Many of the children we serve are not used to having adults in their lives who they can trust. Most children who experience abuse 

or neglect are victimized by their own parents. Parental drug abuse, for example, was involved in more than one third of cases of 

children being removed from families for maltreatment in 2018, nationwide. 

Children who have been living in these situations can become accustomed to being overlooked. In fact, most children removed 

from their families for maltreatment have suffered from neglect as opposed to active abuse.  

Researchers at the Harvard Center on the Developing Child have pointed out that despite this, child neglect receives far less atten-

tion than abuse. Compared to active abuse, chronic neglect has been found to be associated with a larger range of damage to 

children. 

By advocating for children’s needs, community members can make a major impact when it comes to mitigating this kind of dam-

age.  

Older youth are some of the youth most in need of advocates. Although babies are at the highest risk of being maltreated, nearly 

20 percent of children in foster care nationally are age 15 or older. Phelps/Harlan County CASA is currently serving 4 children that 

are 15 or older, out of 31 children. 

Having experienced abuse or neglect has lasting consequences for these youth.  

The US Children’s Bureau has found that at age 17, more than one quarter of youth in foster care have been referred for sub-

stance abuse treatment or counseling at some point. By age 21, 20 percent of youth who were in foster care at age 17 have been 

incarcerated within the prior two years.  

Twenty-two percent of former foster youth, by age 21, have given birth to or fathered a child. Forty-two percent have experi-

enced homelessness at some point.  

We have great hope for these youth despite the long odds against them.  At age 17, 94 percent of youth in foster care reported 

that they had a supportive adult in their lives who they could rely on for advice or emotional support. Having a stable relationship 

with a supportive adult can help children do well even when they have faced significant hardships. 



For a great number of these youth, CASA volunteers are that supportive adult. Our programs serve approximately one-third of 

older youth in foster care nationwide. In 2019, Phelps/Harlan County CASA had 21 CASA Volunteers serve 55 children. Our volun-

teers are trained to understand the impact of trauma on children. They advocate for services that promote healing and help chil-

dren build resilience. The work CASA volunteers do is life-changing, and sometimes life-saving.  

Removing children from an environment in which they experienced abuse or neglect does not guarantee positive outcomes for 

those children. They need quality, therapeutic care and support to move beyond those experiences and thrive.  

To get that care and support, children need an adult who can advocate for them and who they can lean on over time. Now is the 

time for each of us to become that adult, by becoming a CASA volunteer or supporting our programs so others can.  

Phelps/Harlan County CASA will be holding a CASA training beginning May 5th that will consist of 30 hours and will virtual. For 

more information about Phelps/Harlan County CASA, to become a supporter or to volunteer, call 308-995-2102 or go to 

www.phelpsharlancasa.org 

Phelps and Harlan County Court-

houses have pinwheel gardens in 

front of them for the entire month of 

April, to help spread awareness of 

child abuse . 



Volunteer of the Quarter 
Phelps/Harlan County CASA is pleased to recognize Ashley Kreutzer as 

volunteer of the quarter. Ashley became a CASA Volunteer in October of 

2019 and has been serving abused and neglected children ever since.  

Since  being sworn in as a CASA Advocate, Ashley was appointed her first 

case serving 2 children with spending 45 hours and driving 672 miles serv-

ing them to date.  When asking Ashley why she became involved with 

CASA, Ashley states, “I became involved in CASA because I think every 

kiddo needs a voice.  As a mother of four I see the importance in having a 

consistent person in a child's life who they can trust and know will always 

be there for them.  I currently stay at home with my kiddos, so this also 

gives me an opportunity to get out of the home and help kiddos in our 

community.”  Ashley got involved in CASA and decided to take the 30-

hour training back in 2019 for her love of children.  Ashley states that 

CASA has been difficult, but a rewarding experience to her.  “It has helped 

me see how broken our system is, and how many kiddos truly need our 

help--especially right here in our communities.  You never really know 

how close to home some of these cases are until you are advocating and 

helping with them.  I want others to know that it takes just one CASA  

Advocate to help children going through some of the hardest times in 

their lives.  I think it is pretty rewarding to see that I can help kiddos and 

advocate for them to help them hopefully break the cycle to have a better 

life.  If you become a CASA Advocate, you won't regret it.”   

CEU CENTRAL: 2019-2020 

Each year our CASA advocates are required to complete 12 CEU’s or continuing education 

units. Our fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th. The following advocates who have worked 

very hard and earned their CEU’s for this fiscal year 2019-2020 are: 

 

Melanie Ehresman 

Julianne Fitch 

Marcie Janssen 

Ashley Kreutzer 

Abby Muirhead 

Cari Sughroue 

Stacey VanBoening 



Upcoming CASA Training  

New Year's Resolution not quite working out for 

you?  Don’t know what to do with all your extra time 

in quarantine?  Why not take this time to better 

yourself, along with a child and become a CASA Vol-

unteer? CASA Volunteer Training starts May 5th and 

you will be able to participate from the comfort of 

your own home. This is a 30 hour class held on    

Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 5:30-9pm and 

will be completely virtual. If you or someone you 

know is interested call 308-995-2102 to get enrolled. 

Children served:      39        Children’s Age Range    Case Outcome  

Cases Closed:          8            0-5:  9        Adoption:         0   

Waitlist:                0          6-11: 11               Reunification:   5 

     12-15: 14             Other:               0 

Male:                18           16-17: 5   Guardianship:   3 

Female:   21          18+: 0          

    

Our Volunteers time w/ CASA Ages of  Our Volunteers  Type of Cases 

< 1 year:  6   21-29:    1   Neglect:     29     

1 year:     2   30-39:    6   Physical Abuse:      4     

2 years:   4   40-49:   2   Sexual Abuse:        4    

3 years:    1              50-59:    3   Other:     2   

4 years:    2   60+ :      8    

5 years:    5              

 

Miles driven by our Advocates:  1009    

Hours our advocates put in:    171          

# of New Advocates:         3 

# of Active Advocates:         20          

Quarterly Report: January 1, 2020 to March 31, 2020 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA would like to 

thank the following donors from January, 

February and March 2020: 
Landmark Implement 

Bruce Furniture 

The Station 

Turner Body Shop 

Holdrege Computer 

White’s Auto Service & Auto 
Sales 

Pampered Soles Tanning & Spa 

Family Medical Specialties 

First State Bank 

Andrew & Amy Weides 

Bobby Anderson 

Kristin Carlston 

Jacquelin Broeker 

Molly Trausch 

Scott Linder 

Shannon Kibbee 

Joe and Amanda Olson 

Michael & Christina Millsap 

Claudia Philips 

Dana & Sharon Millsap 

Eugene Corder 

Tim & Barb Malm 

Phelps Memorial  

Health Center 

John & Linda Ehrke 

Max & Marjean Schultz 

Kayne & Joni Molzahn 

Adam & Carley Bruning 

Oxford Fire Department 

Daake Law Office, LLC 

Holdrege Irrigation 

Rolling S. Inc. 

Ron Tillery 

Donnie Freitag 

Scott Hamilton 

Chris & Trenna Rager 

Matthew & Penny Mooney 

David & Deette Bailey 

David & Tricia Weatherwax 

Cari Sughroue 

Trents Electric Inc. 

Shane & Jayde Wohlgemuth 

Margle & Diane Rager 

Jeff Bash 

Bob King 

Bob & Jean Wells 

Robert & Betty Schroeder 

Ronald & Patricia Johnson 

Brent & Brandy Orme 

Jerry & Constanct Dodson 

Jeanette Johnson 

Emma Collins 

Tim & Micayla Koelling 

Jonathan & Ashley Kreutzer 

Jeff & Emily Lyons 

Robert & Marcia Wiese 

Kelly Jensen 

Blake & Jill Sutton 

WFS Ag Partnership 

Scott & Melanie Ehresman 

Brett Adams Farms 

Don’t Blink Photography 

Dance Academy 

Expression Wears 

Small Cakes 

4th Ave. Coffee 

 

Along with everyone that purchased tickets to Men In Tights along 

with voting tickets, purchase of beads and donations during our event. 



 

Bard Alexander 

Heidi Anderson 

Teresa Carey 

Judy Carr 

Kirsten Deakin 

Gale Dorn 

Donna Ehrenberg 

Melanie Ehresman 

Julianne Fitch 

Heidi High 

Mary Hock 

Marcie Janssen 

Brynn Jordahl 

Jessica Knoell 

Ashley Kreutzer 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Emily Lyons 

Abby Muirhead 

Amanda Perez 

Marjean Schultz 

Cari Sughroue 

Kurt Tarkington 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Stacey VanBoening 

Chelsey Weeden 

Our CASA Advocates 

Board of Directors 

President—Justin Daake 

Vice President—Carley Bruning 

Secretary—Barb Allen 

Treasurer—Bryce Langenberg 

Cindy Boehler 

Susan Biskup 

Shawna Hammond 

Kelly Jensen 

Patricia Johnson 

Micayla Koelling 

Claudia Philips 

Theresa Puls 

Nicholas Wells 

Phelps County Resource 

Barb Allen 

Kelly Jensen 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Emily Lyons 

Brandy Orme 

Matthew Simpson 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Corey Wiese 

Harlan County Resource 

Susan Biskup 

Jaclyn Daake 

Jodi Ehrke 

Jessica Howsden 

Kelly Jensen 

Tricia Weatherwax 

Conference Committee 

Michelle High 

Kelly Jensen 

Christy Pelton 

Rita Skiles 

Suzanne Stratton 



Follow us on:  

Facebook: Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Twitter: @PhelpsCASA 

www.phelpsharlancasa.org 

Court Appointed Special Advocates are appointed 

by the Court judge to represent the best interest 

of abused and neglected children in the court sys-

tem. A CASA advocate acts as the "eyes and ears" 

of  children involved in court proceedings, and 

offer judges a critical perspective of what is in the 

best interests of each child, based on information 

gathered first-hand through research, interviews, 

and observations. Studies show that once a CASA 

advocate is assigned to an abused or neglected 

child that the child is much more likely to  receive 

vital services such as health care, education, and 

therapy. By getting involved as a CASA, you can 

help create healthier families and communities 

and change the course of a child's life.  

Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

715 5th Ave Suite 20 

Holdrege, NE 68949 

 

Office: 308-995-2102 

Fax: 308-248-5090 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Jensen 

Interim Executive Director 

casa@phelps.nacone.org 

phelpscasa@phelps.nacone.org 


