
Phelps/Harlan 

County CASA 

Summer  

Newsletter 

Jensen named Phelps/Harlan County CASA Executive Director 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am pleased to announce that Kelly Jensen has been named Executive Director 

of Phelps/Harlan County CASA. Ms. Jensen brings years of experience to our organization, having previously served 

as a CASA Volunteer, Volunteer Coordinator, and most recently as Interim Executive Director. Through this promo-

tion, our Board is grateful to maintain the continuity of relationships that Ms. Jensen has established over the years.  

Kelly Jensen lives in Holdrege and is the mother to 4 boys. Ms. Jensen got involved with CASA in 2013 as a Volunteer 

Advocate and advocated for abused and neglected children until 2017 when she was hired on as a Volunteer Super-

visor at Kearney/Buffalo County CASA. When a Volunteer Supervisor position became available at Phelps/Harlan 

County CASA Kelly applied and was hired and started that position May 1, 2017. When asked why she chose to get 

involved with CASA Kelly states, “When I first learned about CASA and what it stood for, I knew right then and there 

I had to get involved. Unfortunately, that was when my twins were only 2 years of age and at that time in my life, I 

didn’t have the time that I would’ve liked to have to dedicate to CASA. When my twins were finally in school full-

time that was when I pursued getting involved in CASA. I truly believe that 

this is my calling in life as I am a survivor of child abuse myself. Everyone 

knew but no one stood up for me. I felt alone and abandoned. Kids nowa-

days shouldn’t have to go through what I went through when I was a child. 

Knowing that I can go to work every day and make a difference in a child’s 

life and change their story in a positive way doesn’t make it work. It’s a 

purpose and one that I take very serious and wished that more people 

would as well.”  

The Board of Directors is confident in the direction of our organization and 

can’t wait to see what the future holds for Phelps/Harlan County CASA. If 

you or someone you know wants to learn more about CASA, Phelps/Harlan 

County CASA is always looking for Volunteer Advocates. Call 308-995-2102 

for more information.  



 

Meet our New CASA Volunteers 

  

Rebecca Burrows 

Axtell 

Stephanie Jensen 

Axtell 

Monica Young 

Holdrege 

We would like to introduce 3 new CASA Volunteers that got sworn-in on June 8, 2020! 
Monica Young, Stephanie Jensen and Rebecca Burrows were all sworn-in by The Honorable 
Judge Timothy Hoeft in Phelps County amidst the worldwide pandemic. We welcome you 
all to the CASA program and know that you will do amazing things for the children that you 
will serve! All 3 of these volunteers have already been appointed their first case. If you or 
someone you know is interested in becoming a CASA Volunteer contact us as training will 
begin September 24, 2020 in Holdrege. 



Quarterly Report: April 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020 

Children served:      42       Children’s Age Range    Case Outcome  

Cases Closed:          10            0-5:  14        Adoption:         0  

Waitlist:                0          6-11: 11               Reunification:   7 

     12-15: 14             Other:               0 

Male:                23          16-17: 3   Guardianship:   3 

Female:   19          18+: 0          

    

Our Volunteers time w/ CASA Ages of  Our Volunteers  Type of Cases 

< 1 year:  8   21-29:    2   Neglect:     24     

1 year:     2   30-39:    6   Physical Abuse:      3 

2 years:   2   40-49:   3   Sexual Abuse:        3   

3 years:    1              50-59:    4   Other:     2   

4 years:    4   60+ :      5    

5 years:    3              

 

Miles driven by our Advocates:  524  

Hours our advocates put in:    240          

# of New Advocates:         3 

# of Active Advocates:         20    

THANK YOU!!! 

A HUGE shout out to The 
Friends of The Library for 

their donation of kids books 
to the abused and neglected 
children that we serve!!! We 
love receiving donations like 
these that we can throw in a 

goodie bag for all the children 
that we are currently serving! 



After 1,231 days of being in foster care 

we had 3 siblings reach permanency 

through guardianship!!! When children 

are removed from a home reunification 

is usually always the main goal but after 

a case has been open for 12 months a 

concurrent goal is adopted. A CASA al-

ways makes fact based recommenda-

tions to the court for what is in the 

child’s best interests. If you would like to 

be a CASA for an abused or neglected 

child call us to see how you can get en-

rolled in our next training in September.  

We need to do a HUGE shout out to Violets & 

More, LLC - Sewing Corner in Holdrege and Mulberry 

Jane from Funk for making these masks for our 

CASA Volunteers so they can start seeing the children 

they serve back in person during this pandemic. 

Thank you for you kindness and generosity during 

this time!!!  



During this time of crisis and quarantine, 
there are less eyes on children. Don't allow 
this time of crisis to become a point in a 
child's life that later down the road they 
turn and say, "COVID-19 took ___________ 
away from me". During this time we should 
be reaching out MORE to our youth and 
making sure that their needs are being met 
and that they are safe! We can't allow a 
little social distancing to keep us from reach-
ing out to others! Experts expect a raise in 
abuse and neglect cases once this crisis is 
over, so now is the perfect time to take our 
CASA training and become a CASA Volun-
teer. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 

Want to get involved in your community just a little 
bit more?!? Phelps/Harlan County CASA is needing 
to fill a few seats on our Board of Directors and   
Harlan County Resource Committee. We meet once 
a month (usually over the noon hour). If you think 
this is something that you would be interested in 
please call us at 308-995-2102 to get more            
Information. 

THANK YOU!!! 

We would like to thank Bryce Langenberg, 
Ginger Linder, Emily Lyons and Barb Allen 
(not pictured) for serving 2 consecutive 
terms on the Phelps Resource Committee. 
Thank you for all your hard work and    
dedication to the children of Phelps and 
Harlan Counties and for all your years of 
service to the CASA program. 



We would like to extend a HUGE 
THANK YOU to Luke Mills, Janssens 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep and Terasa 
Cuypers the winner of the 50/50 
raffle as 100% of the raffle ticket 
proceeds was donated to Phelps/
Harlan County CASA. $550 was 
raised during the event and we 
couldn’t be more blessed by the 
outpouring support from            
everyone!! 

Everyone can do something to help children in   
foster care. Here are six ways you can help the  
foster youth in our community: 

1. Volunteer: The opportunities with kids in foster care are endless. You 
could become a mentor of a child in care that you know personally or 
you could sign up through one of dozens of programs. 

2. Become a CASA: A Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) is an 
individual who is authorized by the court to speak on the behalf of a 
child in foster care. A CASA spends time with the child, speaks with 
everyone in the child’s life—including foster parents, birth parents, 
teachers, social workers, and attorneys—and makes recommendations 
in the best interests of the child. CASAs are a great source of stability 
and hope in the life of a foster child. 

3. Support a Foster Family: Foster families need all the support they can 
get. Offer to do a particular task like helping them mow the lawn or 
prepare a casserole for the family. Committing to helping a foster family 
for even an hour a week can make a huge difference.  

4. Donate to Nonprofits That Support Foster Youth: Whether you can 
give essential supplies or a gift of cash, donations to a local organiza-
tion, like CASA, are guaranteed to be put to good use immediately to 

5. Provide Respite Care: Because all children in care must be under the 
supervision of an adult who has been cleared by the state, foster par-
ents can’t just call on a neighbor for help. Providing respite care can be 
anything from babysitting or serving as an emergency contact for a fos-

6. Advocate for Foster Youth: If you have a heart for children in care, 
you can fight for the rights and well-being of the more than 437,000 
foster children simply by raising awareness of the state of the foster 
care system. 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA is looking 

for speaking opportunities 

Do you have a business, church group, or other en-

tity that would like to learn more about CASA? Our 

staff would like to come speak and share more with 

your peers about Phelps/Harlan County CASA and 

how to get involved! Please reach out to                              

phelpscasa@phelps.nacone.org and help spread 

the word!  

CASA Volunteer Training starts September 24th in 

Holdrege. This is a 30 hour class held on Tuesday 

and Thursday evenings from 5:30-9pm. If you or 

someone you know is interested call                   

308-995-2102 to get enrolled. 



CASA Advocate Birthdays 

September 

Julianne Fitch 

Jessica Knoell 

Stephanie Jensen 

Rebecca Burrows 

Monica Young 

August 

Bryce Langenberg 

Brynn Jordahl 

November 

Gale Dorn 

Judy Carr 

Amanda Perez 

CEU CENTRAL: 2019-2020 

Each year our CASA advocates are required to complete 12 CEU’s or continuing education units. 

Our fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th. The following advocates who have worked very 

hard and earned their CEU’s for this fiscal year 2019-2020 are: 

Heidi Anderson 

Kirsten Deakin 

Donna Ehrenberg 

Julianne Fitch 

Heidi High 

Marcie Janssen 

 

Brynn Jordahl 

Jessica Knoell 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Melanie Ehresman 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Cari Sughroue 

Rebecca Burrows 

Judy Carr 

Stephanie Jensen 

Ashley Kreutzer 

Abby Muirhead 

Monica Young 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA would like to 

thank the following donors from April, May 

and June 2020: 

Holdrege Rotary Club 

Mulberry Jane 

Violets & More LLC—Sewing Corner 

Barb Allen 

Janssen Chrysler Dodge Jeep 

Great Western Bank 

Terasa Cuypers 

Phelps Co. Ministerial Christian Charity Fund 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

 



Board of Directors 
President—Justin Daake 

Vice President—Matt Simpson 

Secretary—Micayla Koelling 

Treasurer—Ashley Popple 

Cindy Boehler 

Carley Bruning 

Brenda Cook 

Kelly Jensen 

Patricia Johnson 

Bryce Langenberg 

Claudia Philips 

Theresa Puls 

President-Corey Wiese 

Vice President-Matt Simpson 

Secretary-Brandy Orme 

Karl Boutwell 

Kalei Freeland 

Marcie Janssen 

Kelly Jensen 

Scott Linder 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Brenda Cook 

Jaclyn Daake 

Jessica Howsden 

Phelps/Harlan County Resource 

Our CASA Advocates Bard Alexander 

Heidi Anderson 

Rebecca Burrows 

Teresa Carey 

Judy Carr 

Kirsten Deakin 

Gale Dorn 

Donna Ehrenberg 

Melanie Ehresman 

Julianne Fitch 

 

Heidi High 

Mary Hock 

Marcie Janssen 

Stephanie Jensen 

Brynn Jordahl 

Jessica Knoell 

Ashley Kreutzer 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Emily Lyons 

Abby Muirhead 

Amanda Perez 

Marjean Schultz 

Cari Sughroue 

Kurt Tarkington 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Stacey VanBoening 

Monica Young 

Conference Committee 
Michelle High 

Kelly Jensen 

Ginger Linder 

Christy Pelton 

Rita Skiles 



Follow us on:  

Facebook: Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Twitter: @PhelpsCASA 

 

www.phelpsharlancasa.org 

 

715 5th Ave Suite 20 

Holdrege, NE 68949 

 

Office 308-995-2102 

Fax: 308-248-5090 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Jensen 

Executive Director 

casa@phelps.nacone.org 

 

 

Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Court Appointed Special Advocates are appointed 

by the Court judge to represent the best interest 

of abused and neglected children in the court sys-

tem. A CASA advocate acts as the "eyes and ears" 

of  children involved in court proceedings, and 

offer judges a critical perspective of what is in the 

best interests of each child, based on information    

gathered first-hand through research, interviews, 

and observations. Studies show that once a CASA 

advocate is assigned to an abused or neglected 

child that the child is much more likely to  receive 

vital services such as health care, education, and 

therapy. By getting involved as a CASA, you can 

help create healthier families and communities 

and change the course of a child's life.  


