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CASA Would Be Honored If You Chose Us 

Give 2 Grow is a one-day fundraising event being held November 19, 2020  and we would be honored if you choose us, 

Phelps/Harlan County CASA to donate to. This unique fundraiser is being organized and hosted by the Phelps County     

Community Foundation.  

Phelps/Harlan County CASA is again participating in this amazing event. Every donation made to CASA will be matched. 

We invite you to be a part of this unique one-day fundraiser to help Phelps/Harlan County CASA raise $8,000. Go to the link: 

http://www.give2growphelps.org/nonprofits/phelpsharlan-county-casa 

When a child is abused/neglected by a parent/guardian, they may be removed from the home for their safety. The child  

enters the foster care system and is placed with family/foster family. A court case is opened and the parent/guardian has a 

chance to regain custody by following the courts orders. Meanwhile, the child may experi-

ence many challenges, like placement changes, changing schools, loss of family connections, 

physical/emotional/health issues, etc. This is where CASA comes in. A CASA offers a child 

trust and advocacy during complex legal proceedings. 

Please consider designating CASA for your donation, to enable us to                                                                                              

continue our advocacy for abused and neglected children in Phelps                                                                                                 

and Harlan County’s.  



Calling all Superheros, Goblins and Ghouls 

Phelps/Harlan County CASA is pleased to announce our upcoming CASA Superhero 5K/1M 

Walk/Run on October 31, 2020 starting at 413 West Ave. in Holdrege. 

The 5K/1M Superhero Run/Walk is an effort to raise awareness of how CASA lifts up the lives 

and voices of children in foster care through the advocacy of volunteers. CASA relies on the 

generosity of local businesses, organizations, and individuals to ensure the success of this 

event and our work. Your support will help us train, empower, and inspire more volunteers to 

improve the lives of abused and neglected children. 

Come out on October 31st and participate in our first ever Superhero 5K/1M Run/Walk and 

help support CASA!!! Awards will be given to the top 3 places for the 5K along with the 1M. 

Register by October 16th to ensure your t-shirt size. Late registrations will be taken for an    

additional $5 fee and t-shirt availability will be limited. 











The Nebraska CASA Conference finally happened on     

August 29th from being postponed from back in March. 

However it was all virtual, opening speaker, Aaron Davis, 

was such an inspiration to all participants. In a time of  

unknow with the current pandemic Aaron reminded us 

that now more than ever to not give up and to keep   

moving forward. The next Nebraska CASA Conference will 

be August 27 & 28, 2021. 

Check out this pilot program that is being offered to all Holdrege and 

Loomis students from 8th grade on up. If you or someone ou know 

would be interested in partaking in these services please reach out to 

the contact info on the flyer. 



A HUGE shout out to The 
Friends of The Library for 
their donation of kids books 
to the abused and neglected 
children that we serve!!! We 
love receiving donations like 
these that we can throw in a 
goodie bag for all the       
children that we are           
currently serving!  

On July 25th, Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

had an informational booth at the 

Holdrege Car Show/Torch Run and handed 

out bottles of water along with CASA Swag. 

Pictured from left to right are Kelly Jensen, 

Executive Director, Kalei Freeland and 

Brandy Orme, Resource Committee    

members. We would like to thank every-

one that came out that day and helped 

with our booth and also that helped them-

selves to some CASA freebies. 

When we put 

out the call that 

we have a child 

in need, some-

one always 

pulls through.  

Thank YOU!!! 



Hosting coffee connection is always a great way to interact with 

people from the great community that we live in. We would like 

to thank everyone that came out on July 31 and joined us.  

Pictured from left to right: Ginger Linder Board of Directors member, Country 

singer Luke Mills and Kelly Jensen Executive Director. 

Big news is coming soon! 

Country singer, Luke Mills, along with CASA are 

in the planning stages of bringing an all new 

event to the area. Stayed tuned to Phelps/

Harlan County CASA’s Facebook page for more 

details. 

At our state conference, one of our fantastic 

speakers Christy Prang reminds us that all   

Nebraskans are mandatory reporters of child 

abuse. 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA Volunteer, Cari Sughroue, is making a 

difference amongst the current pandemic. It’s what she does well. Cari 

became a CASA Advocate in October of 2019 and has been serving 

abused and neglected children ever since. 

Not only does Cari serve children in the Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Program, but when she was first sworn into the court system as a CASA 

Advocate her first appointment came from Lincoln County with the chil-

dren that she was serving being placed in Holdrege.  Since she has been 

sworn in as a CASA  Advocate for abused and neglected children, Cari 

has served five children in both of the CASA programs together.   When 

asking Cari why she became involved in CASA and continues to do what 

she does, Cari states, “First and foremost, I became involved with CASA 

to be an advocate, a voice and support for children who are experienc-

ing an often very traumatic event in their life.” Cari works for ESU 11 

and at the time that she signed up to be a CASA Volunteer she wanted 

to be more involved in the community that she lives in, since her employment had her working out of 

county.  Cari stated, “I had the opportunity to ask questions and to hear real experiences from Heather 

Hunt, CASA Volunteer Coordinator in Franklin County. When I was ready, she referred me to Kelly Jensen, 

Phelps/Harlan County CASA, where I completed the required classes. I received my first CASA case shortly 

after being sworn in. I am now working my second case.  Even for myself, I was on the fence about becom-

ing a volunteer. Professionally, most of my career has involved working with people in high risk situations-

but this commitment would be different. Different because the focus is on the child.”  “Cari has always 

been willing to jump in where needed when it has come to working her cases or by just helping out any 

way she can with CASA in general.  Cari has not allowed this current pandemic to slow her down from ad-

vocating for the children that she serves.” states Kelly Jensen, Executive Director for Phelps/Harlan County 

CASA. Cari states that if she could let others know just one thing about CASA and the job that she does it is 

this, “It is a team effort. Everyone has a very unique, important role and we all work together for the best 

outcome for the children. Kelly Jensen plays a vital role on this team and she is also the CASA volunteer's 

number one supporter. Kelly has tremendous compassion for the CASA program, she has expectations of 

growth for the volunteers and is always available to help when needed. Unfortunately, there is always a 

need for CASA volunteers. Children are in need of men and women, who will commit themselves to be-

coming an advocate. Children need to know that they can trust adults and that their best interests are be-

ing heard. As a CASA volunteer, you will be supported and part of a team that can impact a child's life.” 

Kelly Jensen adds, “It truly does take a team effort, but most importantly it takes a village to raise a child. 

There are many people that form the teams that we work with for the sake of the children, but the CASA 

Volunteer is a vital part to each one of those teams and during this current pandemic unfortunately child 

abuse and neglect does not stop. Phelps/Harlan County CASA has actually seen an increase in cases since 

the beginning of this pandemic which means we need more CASA Advocates for the children even more 

now than before.”    

Making A Difference Amongst a Pandemic!! 



Quarterly Report: July 1, 2020 to September 31, 2020 
Children served:      35     Children’s Age Range    Case Outcome  

Cases Closed:          2           0-5:   10        Adoption:         2   

Waitlist:                0          6-11:  12               Reunification:   0 

     12-15:  11             Other:               0 

Male:                18           16-17:  2   Guardianship:   4 

Female:   17         18+:  0          

    

Our Volunteers time w/ CASA Ages of  Our Volunteers  Type of Cases 

< 1 year:  8   21-29:    2   Neglect:     27    

1 year:     0   30-39:    4   Physical Abuse:      5   

2 years:   0   40-49:   3   Sexual Abuse:        1  

3 years:    3              50-59:    4   Other:     2  

4 years:    3   60+ :      6    

5 years:    5              

 

Miles driven by our Advocates:  1572    

Hours our advocates put in:    269          

# of New Advocates:         0 

# of Active Advocates:         19    

CASA Advocate Birthdays 

November 

Gale Dorn 

Judy Carr 

Amanda Perez 

January 

Mary Hock 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA  

would like to thank the following donors 

from July, August and September 2020: 

First State Bank 

Anonymous 

Kelly Jensen 

Lee Janssen Motor Company 

Landmark Implement 

Daake Law Office, LLC 

Phelps County  

Iris Creek Farms 

Luke Mills 

First Presbyterian Church 

 



 Board of Directors 

President—Justin Daake 

Vice President—Matt Simpson 

Secretary—Micayla Koelling 

Treasurer—Ashley Popple 

Cindy Boehler 

Brenda Cook 

Kelly Jensen 

Patricia Johnson 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Claudia Philips 

Theresa Puls 

Phelps County Resource 

Karl Boutwell 

Kalei Freeland 

Marcie Janssen 

Kelly Jensen 

Scott Linder 

Brandy Orme 

Terry Piening 

Matthew Simpson 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Harlan County Resource 

Brenda Cook 

Jaclyn Daake 

Jessica Howsden 

Kelly Jensen 

Conference Committee 

Michelle High 

Kelly Jensen 

Ginger Linder 

Christy Pelton 

Rita Skiles 

Our CASA Advocates 

Heidi Anderson 

Rebecca Burrows 

Teresa Carey 

Judy Carr 

Kirsten Deakin 

Gale Dorn 

Donna Ehrenberg 

Melanie Ehresman 

Julianne Fitch 

 

Heidi High 

Mary Hock 

Marcie Janssen 

Stephanie Jensen 

Brynn Jordahl 

Jessica Knoell 

Ashley Kreutzer 

 

Bryce Langenberg 

Ginger Linder 

Abby Muirhead 

Amanda Perez 

Marjean Schultz 

Cari Sughroue 

Angelia Upthagrove 

Stacey VanBoening 

Monica Young 



Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Court Appointed Special Advocates are appointed 

by the Court judge to represent the best interest 

of abused and neglected children in the court sys-

tem. A CASA advocate acts as the "eyes and ears" 

of  children involved in court proceedings, and 

offer judges a critical perspective of what is in the 

best interests of each child, based on information 

gathered first-hand through research, interviews, 

and observations. Studies show that once a CASA 

advocate is assigned to an abused or neglected 

child that the child is much more likely to  receive 

vital services such as health care, education, and 

therapy. By getting involved as a CASA, you can 

help create healthier families and communities 

and change the course of a child's life.  

Follow us on:  

Facebook: Phelps/Harlan County CASA 

Twitter: @PhelpsCASA 

www.phelpsharlancasa.org 

715 5th Ave Suite 20 

Holdrege, NE 68949 

 

Office: 308-995-2102 

Fax: 308-248-5090 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Jensen 

Executive Director 

casa@phelpscone.org 


